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S466 ~ EARLY DAVENPORT 


‘(In May, 1930, Miss May Holmes, Supervisor of Primary Grades of the 
Davenport Public Schools, arranged for a series of talks on Davenport 
history by Harry Downer, "Head Resident of Friendly House. The audiences 
were children, not so young and not so old, -just rien The speaker had 
a wonderful time and the audiences bore up well. The notes for the talks 
follow.Much material and many stories called out by the questions of the 
children do not appear. ) 


SOMEBODY ALWAYS LIVED HERE, Nowhere in the western world was the Cre- 
ator more lavish of blessings in prepsring the earth for the abode of 
man than in the region of which Davenport is the center. To this favored 
garden spot were given beauty of situation, fertility of Sot Gases 
sparkling water and climate of unequalled variety, vivid usefulness and 
healthfulness. From the days on the farther edge of-traditicn to the 
present this location has been a center of population, Here the Mound 
Builders—probably the descendants of Mongolian wanderers who crossei 
Bering Strait in search of adventure—nad their homes and lived their 
interesting lives, leaving a wealth of relics of their-civilization. 

THON Titi INDIANS. Later the Indians lived here, Indian Davenport suc- 
céading Mound Builder Davenport. Our people like to think that perhaps 
this was the Peouarea where Marquettsa, the "black gown," and Joliet, the 
trader, landed in June of 1673 to be greeted in an eloquent address o7 
welcome by the Illini burgomaster, head man of the village. The tribe of 
Illini gave way to the intrepid Sauks and Foxes who fought their way 
from the snores of St. Lawrence to this region, conquering as they came, 
and bringing to naught Freneh dreams of a western empire stretching from 
Montreal to the Gulf of Mexico, 


INDIAN DAVENPORT.When Davenport was an Indian community it was called 
Oskosh, Morgan and Musquakienuck, the last meaning Musquakie town, as 
Saukenuk, Sauk town, described the Sauk capital on near-by Rock river. A 
half- preed chief of the Musquakies,Ma-que-pra-um,was more commonly calli- 
ed Morgan after his Scotch father,and this name was transferred to Indi- 
an Davenport. The principal town of the Sauks just mentioned, Saukenuk, 
was really an Indian city,as its inhabitants numbered some 7,000,and ite 
trail to Detroit was the heaviest traveled trail in the United States, 
It was located on the peninsula,Kabibosaukee, between the Mississippi and 
Rock rivers. The largest town of the Foxes, known to the French as Rey- 
nards and by themselves called Musquakies was at rus kh The Foxes 
loved this locality for its hunting and. rishing, its sprines of cool wa- 
ter,ready transportation by river and its oroductive soil.This last item 
was of great importance as these Indians were farmers, cultivating on 
both sides of the river about 1,000 acres. Some of the corn hills are 
still visible. The Sauks and Foxes were great hunters and on the: great 
expeditions in which all Indians of both tribes, down to the last pap-. 
poose,participated, a great wealth of peltries was delivered to the traq | 
ders. There were shorter trips—-to the mines for lead and to sugar camps— 
not far away. 


INDIANS WERE JUST PEOPLE, The family life of our Indians was credita- 
ble. The girls were trained to housework of a primitive sort and reared 
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to be good wives and mothers.The training of the boys,beginning with the 
use of bow and errow, made them expert in woodcraft and brave in battle. 
The Sauks and Foxes were charitable.They cared for families whose winter 
supplies had been rifled by marauders. during the absence on the hunting 
trip.For amusement they used to gather in a natural amphitheater and en- 
joy something similar to our modern vaudeville where native comedians, 
fantastically garbed,worked hard for applause.A notable feature of these 
gatherings introduced singing monologues by talented volunteers who wove 
into improvised narrative chant incidents of tribal history or brave 
deeds on the warpath and even the current events of life in the MIrdian 
towns. | 


WIGHOPS AND DOGS. Sauks and Foxes lived in tepees while on hunting 
trips, but their towns were built of wickiups,or wigeops, as they called 
them, structures having a lasting frame of heavy poles lashed together 
with withes and faced by slabs of bark and untanned skins. Bach wickiup 
sheltered its quote of families, the larger caring for ten. These wicki- 
uos were called "one-fire," "two-fire," "three-fire" houses,according to 
the number of small fires, each caring for two families for cooking and 
warmth, one living on each side. Chimneys were not provided, the smoke 
finding escape through the roof. An Indian family usually numbered fr in 
eight to ten members, youns and old. With a half ea dozen families like 
that ana @ herd of dogs a wickiup iust have been fairly populous. These 
dogs led @ busy life. They sat up ,nights to guard the town.Into the stew 
kettle they went when deer were scarce. Hven sadder was their sacrifice 
to some noseless deity. <A carcass lashed to an upright post was left to 
the expiation of sin until dry evaporation had removed every fragment of 
the votive offering. 


THE WHITH MAN COMES. This part of Iowa was opened to white settlers 
by the treaty which followed the Black Hawk war. Into this tract, calicd 
The Black Hawk Purchase,flocked a multitude of pioneers,many crossing at 
thie point on account of the ferry. These early settlers: were resolute 
people of courage and enterprise. who came from the older sta*es in ccv~ 
ered wagons to enter into this gloricus new territory end possess it. 
Those who chose this location for their home were attracted by the same 
advantages that built Indian Davenport. And, in-addition, the deposits 
of clay for brick, the native building stone, the timber which lined the 
streams and near-by deposits of coal. These early settlers were exactly 
the right people to build a town in a fair wilderness. 


DAVENPORT’S FOUNDER, Antoine LeClaire was Davenport’s founder and 
first citizen. His mother was a Pottawatomie and his father was Prench. 
He had a marvelous knowledge of Indian dialects, and came to Port Arm- 
strong as an interpreter. He was honorable in his dealings with all, was. 
respected by the settlers and greatly beloved by the Indians. For this 
reagon he was invaluable in creating friendly sentiment at times of 
treaty making.He spent several months in Morgan before the treaty opened 
this location to settlement. In this treaty between the United States 
government and the Sauk and Fox and Winnebago tribes, Keokuk, principal — 
Sauk chief,gave to Mrs, Marguerite LeClaire,Antoine’s wife,a square mile 
of land,by recent bo ndaries,from Harrison to Bridge avenue and from the 
river to Locust street. Later Mr. LeClaire bought the first claim taken 
up within the present limits of our city. 
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THE PIRST CLAIM. This claim lay west of present day Harrison street. 
It was taken up in 1833 by R.H. Spencer and a Mr.MecCloud and was sold to 
Antoine LeClaire for $100. When the little town on this claim was in- 
eorporated in 1856 by Mr. LeClaire and seven others it contained six 
cabins, including a hotel and a saloon.The new town was named after Col. 
feorge Davenport,an Indian trader of Port Armstrong. An attempt was made 
to market lots at a distance and en excursici: from St.Louis stayed two 
days attending an auction sale, but purchasers were not satisfied with 
land titles based on a squatter's clait and sales were few. 


- BRIMSTONE CORNER.Early Davenport started at Front and Ripley streets. 
Here were the dwellings, the stores, a hotel and the cabaret. .The fiery 
quality of the sermons preached by. wandering ministers in hospitable 
dwellings gave to this intersection the name of "Brimstone Corner", An- 
toine LeClaire and Colonel Davenport engaged in various lines. of busi- 
ness needed by the infant settlement. Mr. LeClaire whose wife had been 
given by his Indian friends a square mile of land at Davenport had als 
been presented with two others now built over by Moline and a couple for 
good measure at Keokuk, He was rich and generous. He helped everybody in 
need; He gave church building sites to every congregation andr Towa 
college now Grinnell College hse gave a campus. He topped every subscrip- 
tion list. When the construction of the court house stopped for lack of 
funis,the contractor promptly sued Mr,LeClairse for no reason except that 
he was supposed to have money. He built 4s wonderful hotel for thase days 
and it was filled with summer resorters from St.Louis and New Orleans 
who came here: for the fishing and the hunting. 


The little town grew steadily and thriftily.There never was a build- 
ing boom such as many towns experienced, although there was something 
like it in Davenport when the bridge was built... In 1855 houses to the 
number of 600 were built. Since that time Davenport's growth has been 
steady and constant. 


AND THEN SCOTT COUNTY.In 1837 Scott County was organized by the legis- 
lature of Wisconsin sitting at Burlington. A notable inelient of esrly 
history was the contest between Davenport and her vival Rockingham: for 
tha county seat. Davenport won by promising to duplicate the court house 
in Stephenson,uow Rozk Island,and present it,with a jail as well, to the 
county. Tuey were built in Bolivar square showi.in early plats, . 


The character of the early settlers in Davenport was admirable, They 
attacked with bravery the toils and privations and difficulties of pio- 
neer life. Many of the first immigrants came from Cincinnati and Daven- 
port was often called a Cincinnati colony... In 1856 @ large company of 
French people came, crossing the new bridge on the first train,it is. 
gaid.A few years later large numbers came from Germany.These people were 
industrious,home loving,and deeply attached to their new homes. They led 
in community industrial life,built great treasure in savings banks, were 
active in the artistic life of the community and had much to do with 
shaping the present day character of Davenport. 


OLD BATTLE GROUNDS. To understand the enmity between the Sauks and 
Foxes and early settlers it is necessary to go back to Revolutionary 
days, since which time to the end of the Black Hawk war there was steady 
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and consistent opposition to our government, especially of the war party 
of the Sauks of Saukenuk, led by Black Hawk in the years of greatest enn 
mity. During the war of the Revolution a British trader of Prairie dia 
Chien organized an expedition to harrass the Spanish at Frencour, now St. 
Louis, and the French at Cahokia, just across the river, At this time 


Great "Britain was at war with France,Spain and the United Staves. Throushn 


friendship for British traders this unsvecessful expedition was joined 
here by Sauks and Foxes. In retaliation a polyglot force of 450 soldierg 
under Oapt, John Montgomery, "an Irishman full of fight,"as he was then 
described, marched across the prairies of Illinois by wey of ee Oa lake 
with Saukenuk and Indian Davenport as their objec’ ive.This smell a roy. oF 
two companies of Spanish, two companies of Frenehn and one of frontier 
Americans, reached this region, fougnt 700 braves to a standsti es and 
burned Saukenuk.In Montgomery’s report. he speaks of is Wbaiain” the to of 
sauks and Reynards. If he aid, the wieckiups of Indian Davenport went un 
in blue smoke along with its neighboring city. Pierce fighters they must 
have been in that Behe nether ee. No one knew the war game vetter than 
the Sauks and Foxes. They were fighting on their own ground and outnun- 
bered their enemy two to one. 

BRITISH FLAG. Not many years later Zebulon Pike 


, the intrepid ex- 


bpiorer, caine wp the river to see what sort-of a pargain Uncle Sam’ had 
driven with Napoleon in gaining the TLouisinna Purchase. Ai Saukenuk h- 
Found «a Britisn fleg flying and chiefs wearing British medals, This sen- 
timent showed anew in the war of 1812 when Black Hawk accepted & commis- 
sion in the British army, and a band of local Indians waylaid a detach- 


ment of American soldiers on their way up the river to. strengthen the 
earrison at Prairie du Chien. In this engagement known as the battle of 
Campbell’s Island, 34 Americans were killed or wourded. 


BATTLE OF CREDIT ISLAND, To punish the Sauks avid Poxes for this mur- 
derous and unprovoked attack an expedition of 3435 soldiers was sent up 
the river under Major Zachary Taylor, later a hero of the Mexican war 
and still later, President of the United States. Saukenuk was. to be dz- 
stroyed. Just as the expedition had reached its destination,the mouth of 
Rock river, the unwieldy keelboats used as traneports,entirely unmanage- 
able, having neither steam nor sails for maneuvering, were. blown across 
the Mississippi and ashore on.Credit and Willow islands the evening of 
September 5,.1914, Harly the next morning they were riddled with, gunfire 
from three light cannon which had been placed during the night and were ° 
manned by 30. British soldiers under command of Lieutenant Duncan Graham. 
The enemy was reinforced by perhaps 1,000 Iniian allies. The Americans 
landed and drove the Indians from Credit ard Willow islands. Meanwhils 
the merciless cannon fire continued, und to save their vransports from 
destruction the American command dropped down the river, held a council 
on the river bank a few miles below Davenport and then continued down 
the river to winter near Keokuk and to proceed to St.Louis the following 
Spring. Thus was fought the battle of Credit Island, tha bravery of the 


Americans availing little through the necessity of saving the unwieldy 


keelboats. This ‘was almost tie closing engagement of the war of 18le and 
the only I iy battle ever fought in Iowa. 


BLACK HAWKE WAR, The hatred of the warlike portion of the Sauks led by 
Black Hawk flamed out again in the Blick Hawk war in which the peaceful 
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Sauks under the leadership of Keokuk took no part. At the time -of the 
treaty of 1852 which followed closely on the end of the war Black Hawk 
had been captured and was in irons at Jefferson Barracks near St.Louis. 
The army officer who had him in charge on his trip down the river ‘from 
Wisconsin to Jefferson Ba, spibbonaduts was Lieutenant: Jefferson Davis who went 
Benore at Fort Armstrone to learn what disposal he. should make -*¢f his 
distanguished prisoner. The influénce of. Jefferson Davis was given when 
he was Secretary of War-to the acquisition of the island of Rock: Island 
by the government.His great°general Robert E,Lee wis also in this region 
wheda he was in charge of improving the stretch of rapids from .Daverport 
to LeClaire. | ) 


TREATY SITHS.The treaty which conv reyod the Biack Hawk Purchase to the 
United States pover hiner yoeptember 21,1852, was,made by General Winitield 
peou, and Indian chiefs representing the Sauks,Foxes and plea bardennet: i= * 


unc 
der the leadership of Keokuk,Sauk chief. The inte srpret ter was Antoine Le- 
Claire whose wife received from Keokuk the splendid gift ofa pet ae 


“mile of land and on the treaty site he later built his home as directed 


py Keokuk. This pioneer Davenport home, later - the first railread <aepces 
weet Of the big river, is now standing at Fifth and Pershing avenue. A 
later treaty. between.our government and the same Indian tribes was held 
in 1836 on the crest of beautiful Prospect park. Through this treaty: the 
white people gained pos eas Lov of 250,000 acres cf Iowa land at 75. cents 
am acre, a nice advance in price over the Black Hawk Purchase when th 
finest land in Iowa ae for 9 cents an acre. 


vl ae io OF FORT ARMSTRONG.The early hostility of the Sauks and Foxes 
of this region was shown to be very much alive by the battles of Camp- 
Bess fiiand ana Credit teland, Thre being noted by our government .1t 
Woe decided to. build’ a fort in this vicini ty Lo overawe ‘the Indians, toa 
proetect. the settlers and to keep open means of communication — between 
military posts on the upper and lower st Senne of the big river. The 
work of construction was given to the Bighth regiment cf infantry. The 
lower end of the island named Rock island was selected as the best Lo- 
cation.When completed in the summer of 1816 the ea NAS named Pork Aem= 
strong after President Madison's secretary of wae The block house now 
6tandine was built on the site cf the southwest Wlook house, of the orig- 
inet Tort. 

DID HOT LIZA THE NEW NRIGHUBOR.The Indians of the vicinity,supposed to 
number about 11,000,resented the building of ‘this fort and showed their 
hostility on various occassions and attempted a massacre of the garrison 
at .one time.The heavy timber on the upper end of the island was cut away 
to prevent surprises.Tne Indiang claimed +nat the noise cavsed by bulld- 
ing and wainataining the fort would chase away the great and good white 
Spirit that lived in a cave .alt the water's atieuslitane the years passed. 
slowly for the little garrison far from home © and surrounded by the wil- 
Cage which yielded slowly to oncoming settlers. Fort Armstrong Pur 

ished congregations for wandering ploneer preachers, one of them Peter’ 
Sa The children of. officers and men were gathered for instruc 
tion by some-educated warrior, and thus was launched the first school in 
this region.The little graveyard grew in occuparts,grew very fast during 
the visit! of the plague which sent the treaty of 1832 across the river 
to be held in Morgan town. \ 
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DRED SCOTT’S. OWNER. When the usefulness of Port Armstrong had waned, 
the troops were transferred to Fort Snelling and the unoccupied fortress 
turned to ashes through an an incendiary’s torch, Two of the 


Ls) 


: notable men 
of the garrison were Col.William Devenport snd Dr.John Emerson post sur- 
geon,who brought his slave, Dred Scott “intoLtred beEsrLioey. thus laying 
the basis of the famous suit for freedom and the Taney decision which 
hurried forward the civil war. It is said that when Dr. Hmerson went to 
Fort snelling, he left Dréd Scott to hold down a claim in Bettendorf for 
his master, Dr.Emerson invested in early Minneapolis before returning to 
Davenport to practice his profession. Here he died and was buried in An- 
toine LeClaire’s burial groi-nd at Sixth and LeClaire SLTeaur, ~ an Tero. 4 
centennial celebration was held on the government isiand and enjoyed by. 
the surrounding cities. At this time a replica of the 15-striped flag of 
1816 floated in the breeze above the restored block house. : 


THH FIRST CHURCH AND SCHOOL. Religious services were conducted in the 
village of Davenport bv visiting ministers, Catholic worship at the home 
of Antoine LeClaire,other sermons in other homes.The first chureh build- 
ing,still standing, built of brick, dates from 1838. It housed the con- 
gregation of the parish of St. Anthony and after the present stone edi- 
Flee was erected, it was used au the parish school,and this use has con- 
tinued co the vresent day, This little brick biilding was the very busi- 
est Place i Davenport when it served as chi rch ‘and school,also as pas- 
toral residence, and in sddition as city hall, court room, general com- 
munity center and meeting place for the town debating society and almost 
any gathering that had to come in doors. The little bell, which still 
serves, rang for mass, school,fire and for meetings of the City Council. 
Other congregations followed with other church buildings, the sites be- 
ing furnished by the always generous Antoins LeClaire who naturally ex- 
celled in generosity to his own Catholic church.He contributed. liberally 
to the building of St, Anthony's church,named after his patron saint,.He 
gave church square, immensely profitable to his diocese. He biilt and 
furnished completely St. Marguerite’s church where the Sacred Heart ca- 
thedral stands. He gave a tract of land for a Catholic cemetery. A very 
beautiful Davenport church is Trinity cathedral of the Episcopal dio- 
cese of Iowa built in the early 70’s. 


VERY EARLY DAVENPORT SCHOOLS. Historians do not agree as to the date 
of the first school taught in Davenport, nor as to its location, nor as 
to its teacher. It seems. very probable that the children of the village 


Clustering around "Brimstone Corner,"Front and Ripley streets,were gath- 


ered into a log cabin which had no floor but the native soil and started 
on a long rosd to an education, Whatever the initiation might have been, 
they turned out very creditably.Some say the first teacher was an errat- 
ie prescher named Rev.Michael Hummer.Some say she was Miss Marianne Hall 


of the admirable pioneer Hall family. Some say he was an aged instructor 


named McGregor. The most famous school of early days has already been 
mentioned,the one taught at St. Anthony’s by Father Pelamourgues. Across 
the street was another school, on the site of the Public Libceary. James 
Triorington was the pedagogue. All boys looked alike to Father Pela- 
mourgues and. when he found one stepping particularly high,wide and frol- 
icsome,he tanned him forthwith,licking in the course of the year as many 
of the Thorington, boys as he did of his own. An unusually interesting 
character was Pere Pelamourgues, | 
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OPENING OF THH FIRST HOTEL. The first home for travelers,the first of 
a long and creditable line, was the Davenport Hotel, small and built of 
ready at hand material and located on Ripley street near Front. The lit- 
tie Old relic of pioreer days lasted surprisingly well and is remembered 
by many Davenport people as it served as a storage house. for lime in the 
days of its last estate. The LeClaire House, a wonderful. structure for 
curly days, was built at Second and Main streets by Antoine LeClaire, in 
163%9.- It: was spacious, ,attractive and had a famous dining room. This hotel 
attracted patrons from as far away as New Orleans who came to hunt prai- 
rie chickens and attend the evening: dancing parties. It was the scene of 
much merry, making.A later noted hotel was the Burtis House, at Pifth and 
Towa streets, where the trains tarried for meals before making a run for 
the wooden bridge. The Burtis was noted for a’table which equalled any- 
thing Chicago could boast. At the breaking out nf the civil war ,Governor 
Kirkwood, to get in touch with the world by telegraph, made the Burtis 
House the headquarters of Iowa military affairs.Telegraph lines had not 
penetrated Iowa at that time.William Penn Clark used to tell of watching 
from an upper window of the Burtis a train pull on the bridge which had 
been searched it the depot by United States marshals. John Brown and his 
convoy of colored people on their way to Canada and freedom were con- 
cealed in a boxcar just back of the engine and were not discovered. 


THE FIRST POSTMASTER. The first mail brought to this locality was car- 
ried by soldiers on transfer from one fort to. another and by keelboats 
bringing supplies. Mail was regularly brought in later years by Bi atin 
erant Methodist minister,.Col.George Davenport was made postmaster at. the 
Port, and by virtue of holding a government position was called upon to 
perform the marriage ceremony for a pioneer pair of lovers. In 1836 An- 
toine LeClaire, in addition to serving as justice of the peace for a ju- 
risdiction reaching from Burlington to Dubuque, was made postmaster at. 
Davenport. He was running the ferry at the time which made it-handy for 
him to get the mail at Stephenson, stick it in his coattail pocket and 
deliver it to the people addressed as he met them,The same year,D.C. Hl- 
dridge opened a store in a log cabin on Ripley street, was appointed Mr. 
LeClaire’s deputy and became custodian of the letters.From that time the 
postoffice was continually on the wing, alighting in all sorts of pla- 
ces.The best location was the reading room of the LeClaire House and the 
most unusual» the bar room of a hotel on Main street. The story of the 
postoffiee during the time when the salary increased from $3 a year to 
several thousands would make a lively chapter in any history. 


BUILDING THE FIRST BRIDGH. The completion of the Rock Island railroad 
to the eastern bank of the river and the operation of the Mississippi 
and Missouri railroad almost to Des Moines made necessary the construc- 
tion of a bridge to join the two lines of rail, The first bridge at Dav- 
enport, in fact, the first bridge to span the great river from Itasca to 
the Gulf,was opened in 1856,the first train crossing April 1,The embank- 
ment which brought the track to the bridge is now seen near the junction 
of Fourth and Hast River streets, A month after the bridge was opened 
the "Hffie Afton,"a large packet,crashed into the bridge, cought fire and 
burned. One span of the bridge was destroyed at the same time. Accidents 
to the river craft were all too frequent. The river interests: grew hos- 
tile.All sorts of trouble started to brew as far down as New Orleans and 
up the Ohio. In 1868 the bridge was destroyed by the thrust of the 
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ice and a wind storm. A second pata on the site of the present yapeereabse 


track bridge was built by the United States government and the Rock Isl- 
and railroad, 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN AND THH ERIDGE. River men greatly feared rail compe- 
tition and the building of Davenport ’s bridge aroused grea opposition. 
Htrenvous actempts were made to have the bridge declared an obstruction 
to navigation by the courts, Not getting rid of it in this way attempts 
were made to burn the bridge.These attempts did not sgueceed.In the liti- 
gation between railroad and river interests one of the -bridge counsel 
was Abraham Lincoln who paid a visit to the draw span to inform himself 


before the case came to trial. 
| 153'7236 

A FAMOUS DETECTIVE, Timothy Webster, a Pinkerton detective, came to 
Davenport in 1858. to collect evidence against those attempting - to .burn 
the bridge, evidence to be used by Abrahum Lincoln and the other bridge 
attorneys. Under the name J.R.Reed he applied for work on the bridge and 
was wade night watchman sand later superintendent.He stayed her» for some 
time, his name aopearing in the city directories and he was elected to 
the City Council from the Fifth ward. He found the guilty parties and 
caused their arrest. Soon after he went into Maryland to uncover seces- 
sionist plots against the life of Abraham Lincoln, The train passing 
through Maryland on its way to Lincoln's first inauguration, March 4, 
1861, was detoured and the plot of assassination failed. Allen Pinkerton 
wrote oft Timothy Webster, "He,among all the force which went with me ,de- 
serves the credit. of saving the life of Mr. Lincoln,even more than I do, 
He was convicted as a spy and executed by Jefferson Davis,April 30,186e. 
His name is unknown to fame, but few were braver or more devotea to the 
Union cause than was Timothy Webster". 


STAGH AND STRAMER SERVICE. The first steamboat to ascend the river was 
the"Virginia"who wakened the echoes of Upper Mississippi bluffs iv teea. 
This early trip did not excite the city of Davenport because there was 
no Davenport,but the Indians living here were duly impressed and greatly 
frightened. Dur ing; the years of imuigration which followed the treaty of 
1852 there was tremendous trarric on the river. Freight rates were high 
aul oassengers plentiful, Stesmboats costing 50,000 paid for themselves 
in 4% single season, in one vance <pee4-feOR the operiing of navigatio. un- 
ii ite close the number of “arrivals and departures st- the Davenport 
levee was 1,113.0f all the these poats but six were lost during the cea 
son--four burned and two sunk. . In view of this prosperity Le eae 
wonder that river men feared anything that promised to divert ‘ean ein 
coming tide of wealth.It is also no wonder that sentiment in Davenport 
was divided in the controversy over the bridge. Another transportatl oii 
industry was completely put out of business by the development of rail- 
rouds,the stage lines. arly ave ana in Davenport had no difficulty In 
reaching points away from the y¥iverns! There were Lines s of pepaedy and 
fairly comfortable stages rinning in all directions, During the spring 
travel was almost impossible but for most ofthe year the roade #were 
good. 


FIRST FRAME HOUSE IN IOWA. One of Colonel Davenport's sons was also. 
named George.He became a favorite with the local Hox Indians hia te 
him into the tribe by giving. him th: tribal name Musquakic. When the 
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Black Hawk Purchase became government property the Indians stipulated 


that no one should enter land for settlement before a certain date, This 


did not apply to Musquakie who appeared on this side of the river the 


morning after the treaty with a small plow. He was accompanied by his 


brother Bailey and another man, With George holding the plow handles and 
the other two furnishing draught the first claim was marked out. It lay 
just east of Camp McClellan. On this claim George built, in 1832, a home 


with lumber which was a portion of a cargo brovght by river from Cincin- 


nati by Colonel Davenport to build his home,still standing on the island 
shore of the river. Musquakie’s little house was retired from service by 
a later claim owner and given away, then moved to 557 College avenue. It 


has of late been remodeled but is still, especially in its interior, a 


‘fine relic of early days, the first frame house built in Iowa and built 
when Davenport was in Wisconsin territory. 


OPENING OF THE ROCK ISLAND RAILROAD . The Rock Island railroad, the 
first to reach the Mississippi from Chicago, was welcowed into its name 
city Washington’s birthday in 1854 with the waving of banners and the 
thunder of artillery. Davenport had contributed ‘to the building of the 
road in anxiety to be given communication with the Hast ani in lively 
anticipation of the wave of immigration and consequent prosperity which 
would follow the advent of a reilroad: to Chicago, And in this Davenport 


was uoh disappointed. Two years before the Rock Island road reached the 
river and tthe iron horse had drunk from the Mississippi,"&s a newspaper 


of that day expressed it,a railroad had been incorporated,the Mississip- 
pi and Missouri ,to run from Davenport to Council Biufts, Davenport took 
stock lavishly and sent out missionaries across the state to preach the 
gospel of railroads.In September of 1806 Antoine LeClaire Iaid the first 
tie at Pifth and Pershing avenue. When two or three miles of track had 
been made ready for service,the first engine for the new road,named for 
Antoine LeCiaire, was brought across the river ona Tle thoat and. placed 
on a track where Hast River joins ‘Pov ae ae ive other engines were Terried 
in the same way. The seventh, the ill-starred John A. Dix, was brought 
across the ice and drawn by oxen and men up Main street to the track at 
Fifth. In June, 1869, the railroad opened traffic to CounecitYBlurtis.. Ave 
gust 20,1856, the Iowa and Illinois companies consolidated to.form the 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific. 


OPENING OF IOWA COLLEGE. Iowa College, now Grinnell College and located 
at Grinnell,Iowa, was organized at Denmark, Iowa,in 1844. Two years later 
the founders voted to locate in Davenport if the people of this city 
would contribute $1,500 toward the cost or a colleve building, The prom- 
ise was given, the money was raised, and Antoine LeClaire the bountiful 
was called woon vo donate a cainpus. fhe college was.chartercd in 1847.The 
next year classes were opened in the basement of a Pres sbyterian church’ 
waiel stood between Main and Harrison streets on Third.Thus was launched 
the first college in Iowa, and here 1t begari its long ard “uselub iis: 
Davenvort had thought. of a college before this <cime.When the Little town 
Wad two years oid, the legislature incorporated the Davenport hinmual La- 


Vv td 


bor College in line with plans now high in favor, This admirably . con- 


ceived institution never got under way,no students ,no noney.lowa college 
entered into and possessed the structure built with Davenport money, & 
plain edifice with one large room and two recitation rooms Remodeled, 1t 
Serves @e a residence and has the ymber ol" West Seventh stieatyinaeLe54 
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the city ran streets through the little campus and the Congregationalist 
trustees bought a tract of land bounded by Brady, Harrison, BHleventh and 
Twelfth streets, and put up a roomy structure of native limestone. Here 
the college prospered nicely until the city ran Main street through the 
new campus and in despair of a better Davenport welcome Towa College 
went out on the prairies of Grinnell. deserting its sightly home on the 
blurfs among the native onks., To avoid confusion with institutions later 
organized the name of Iowa college was changed. to Grinnell college, The 
Davenport property was sold to the diocese of Iowa and Griswold college 
established and Trinity cathedral erected. Later this splendid site was 
made the location of Davenport's sightly High school structure. 


BARLY THLHPHONES, The telephone was the wonder of the Philadelphia 
Centennial in 1876.Two years later in March news of its practical use in 
the East reached Davenport and the progressive citizen Michael Donahue, 
the builder of the city's water plant, bought a pair of telephones and 
established a private line between his office and the pumping station.In 
May, a few weeks later, Dr.W.F.Peck, surgeon in chief of the Rock Island 
railroad system put up a private line between the depot and his home. In 
1879 the demand for general service led to the opening of an exchange of 
21 stations, the central office being in the rear of: the Western Union 
office, at the time at 101 Hast Second street. Harry Matlock manager of 
the Western Union was made the first telephone manager, serving the pub- 
lic in both capacities, Later the exchange occupied the top story of the 
building on the southwest corner of Brady and Second.The infant exchange 
of fifty years ago has grown into a giant occupying its own buildings at 
Sixth and Main and serving by latest count 18,470 subscribers in Daven- 
port. 


COMEDY BASEBALL.No history of size and weight would be complete with- 
out reference to the outdoor sports of the 60's, The sporting editors of 
those days gave the peculiar particulars of baseball games that were re- 
markable,going by present standards. One game was played in uniform,that 
is, the clubs wore different colored caps. One outstanding game was be- 
tween athletes from Davenport and the town across the creek.At the close 
of the conflict the score stood, Rock Island, 119 runs and Davenport, ie 
None of the visitors made fewer than 31 runs) and a number scored 15 
times. The Divenport pitcher Colonel P.W. McManus surely outstayed his 


time in the box that day.The scorer recorded the names of. "the gentlemen ~ 


who caught fly balls." 


MORE HISTORY. The preceding brief outline of events in Davenport his- 
tory touches upon a few incidents,The list of happenings worth narrating 
is long.No western town has a richer history.In other days of historical 
ehat stories could be woven around many topics, Here are a few: Glacial 
days;Indian customs; Indian honor;Illini address of welcome; Abraham Lin- 
eoln and Black Hawk war;dynamic William B.Conway, Huramer and his, bell; 
county seat contest between Davenport and Rockingham;two duels,white and 
Indian;newspapers; the Missouri war;the military;churches;schools; Robert 
E.Lee;Jefferson Davis;Barclay Coppoc; the island prison ;Camp McClellan, 
soldiers and Sioux;other camps;state orphanage} St.Vincent's; public li- 
brary;Spanish-American war days. 


Multigraphed at Friendly House, August,1951. 
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